Christian Morality and Social Justice

The Two Feet of
Service and Justice

Caring for others involves both acts of
charity and acts of justice. Review the
illustration, and then complete the
following chart. For every person or group
of people in need described in the left-
hand column, provide one example of an
act of charity you can do to help, and one
action of social justice you can undertake
to address the problem.

Two f'e.e’.trof Cﬁfistian D‘iscip'iesvhip

Food Banks
Food Kitchens
Clothing Centers
Prenatal Care
Immigration Help

English as a Second Language

Nursing Homes
St. Vincent de Paul Society
AIDS Work
Others

Traits:

# Can be individual

® Deals with immediate
situation

® Short term

® Helpers

® Feels good

CHARITY:
DIRECT SERVICE
(helping people
in present sistuation)

Voter Registration
Political Action
Contacting Legislators
Education
Job Skills Training; Co-ops
Community Organizing:
€5 Housing, Uvable Wage, etc
Involvment in Systemic
Change Organziations:
Bread for the World, Right to Ufe,
Campaign for Human Deviespment.
Intercommunity Peace & Justice Center
Others

Traits:

® Collective/group
particpation

® Works to change structures

® Long term

® Empoweringlorganized
process

8 Sometimes ontroversial

JUSTICE:
SOCIAL CHANGE

(removing the causes
of the problems)

Person(s) in need

An act of charity

An act of social justice

A local family unable to
pay for their basic needs
because of the high cost
of caring for a sick
family member

A community in a
developing nation where
children do not receive
any schooling

A student who is
routinely bullied by
classmates

Workers who work in
“sweatshop” conditions
for below-subsistence
wages
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